
Three Pathways of Education 
The	NVSD	Indigenous	Education	team	believes	that	there	are	three	pathways	and	
they	are	students,	staff	and	community.			

Student Voice 
During	Mike	Downie’s	school	visits	on	April	29	and	30th,	2019.	students	had	the	
opportunity	to	share	their	voice	and	reIlections.	Norgate-Xwemélch’stn	Grade	7	
student	Mabel	Nahanee	shared	her	powerful	and	poignant	words,	and	song	with	
all	those	present.		Mabel	joined	the	Carson	FOS	Book	Club	on	May	8,	2019	to	open	
the	meeting	with	her	words	and	song.	Please	read	Mabel’s	reIlections	on	being	an	
Indigenous	youth	today.	

“To be an Indigenous youth in today’s 
world is a tremendously challenging 
experience. From intergenerational 
trauma to a daily struggle for survival, 
Indigenous youth are subjected to 
constant hardships. But in addition to 
the profound pain we inherit from our 
ancestors, we also inherit profound 
strength.  From the moment we enter 
this world we are protected by 
generations of matriarchs who prayed 
us into existence. We are guided by our 
teachings that instil a sense of 
obligation to defend what is sacred and 
life-giving. We are never without 
purpose. We are never alone. Today I 
celebrate Indigenous survival and the resilience of my ancestors in resisting colonialism. 
I’ve been so humbled by the overwhelming presence of Indigenous folks -both at public 
events and on social media, unapologetically speaking their truth and demanding 
Columbus Day be replaced by Indigenous Peoples Day. Changing the narrative from a 
celebration of Indigenous genocide to a celebration of Indigenous survival is crucial. Our 
youth deserve to experience the beauty, strength and resilience of the Indigenous existence. 
Our youth deserve to be proud to be Indigenous. I Mabel Nahanee am grateful to be 
Indigenous.”  
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    We would like to thank the Coast Salish people, specifically the Skwxwú7mesh Nation and Tsleil-Waututh Nation, whose 
unceded traditional territory the North Vancouver School District resides on. We value the opportunity to learn, share and 

grow on this traditional territory.

https://my44.sd44.ca/department/LearningServices/indigenouseducation/resources/_layouts/15/WopiFrame.aspx?sourcedoc=/department/LearningServices/indigenouseducation/resources/Documents/North%20Vancouver%20Indigenous%20Education%20Resource%20Team%20Request%202018.docx&action=default
https://my44.sd44.ca/department/LearningServices/indigenouseducation/resources/Documents/Connecting%20the%20Core%20Competencies%20with%20First%20Peoples%20Learning%20-%20Expanded%20Squamish%20and%20Metis.pdf
https://my44.sd44.ca/department/LearningServices/indigenouseducation/resources/Documents/Connecting%20the%20Core%20Competencies%20with%20First%20Peoples%20Learning%20-%20Expanded%20Squamish%20and%20Metis.pdf
https://my44.sd44.ca/department/LearningServices/indigenouseducation/resources/_layouts/15/WopiFrame.aspx?sourcedoc=/department/LearningServices/indigenouseducation/resources/Documents/North%20Vancouver%20Indigenous%20Education%20Resource%20Team%20Request%202018.docx&action=default
https://my44.sd44.ca/department/LearningServices/indigenouseducation/resources/Documents/Connecting%20the%20Core%20Competencies%20with%20First%20Peoples%20Learning%20-%20Expanded%20Squamish%20and%20Metis.pdf
https://my44.sd44.ca/department/LearningServices/indigenouseducation/resources/Documents/Connecting%20the%20Core%20Competencies%20with%20First%20Peoples%20Learning%20-%20Expanded%20Squamish%20and%20Metis.pdf


 

Student Profile 
Name: Aslan Emin 

Nation: Katlodeeche First Nation 

School: École Boundary Elementary 

Aslan	Emin	is	six	years	old	in	Grade	1	and	is	a	member	of	the	
Katlodeeche	First	Nation.	Aslan	is	described	by	his	family,	
friends,	and	teachers	as	being	strong	willed,	observant,	and	
determined.	Aslan	enjoys	making	paper	airplanes	and	
playing	chess.	At	school,	he	loves	to	play	with	his	friends	at	
recess	and	doing	fun	activities	at	Centres.	Aslan	is	very	proud	
of	completing	his	science	project	in	class.	When	Aslan	grows	
up,	he	wants	to	be	a	mechanic.	

Student Opportunities 

Indigenous Student Celebration of Success 

The NVSD Indigenous Education team will be 
hosting a student event, Indigenous Student 
Celebration of Success on May 31st, 2019 at 
Mountainside. The event will run from 9am-3pm. 

Student nominations have been sent to schools.  

Native Youth Program: Museum of Anthology (MOA) UBC 

MOA is accepting applications for the Native Youth 
Program to work at the Museum of Anthropology for the 
summer. Youth ages 15-18 of Indigenous ancestry may 
apply to this program which runs from July 2-August 16, 
2019. Find out more or to apply click here. 
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https://www2.moa.ubc.ca/nativeyouthprogram/2019/03/05/apply-for-nyp-2019/


Squamish Nation Trades Centre Open House 
The Squamish Nation Trades Centre is offering an open house for Indigenous 
students from Grade 8 to 12 on Tuesday, May 21st.   The event would run 
from 10:00 am to 2:00 pm, and will include hands on activities (with free 
lunch). Schools are responsible for organizing their transportation. Please 
notify Brad Baker bbaker@sd44 if you have students

Ocean Heroes Bootcamp 
The Ocean Hereos Bootcamp still has room for students to 
register for this free program. Find out more at the website 

 

Carson FOS Book Club 
The Carson FOS Book Club held a meeting after 
school on May 8, 2019. The event was opened by 
Mabel Nahanee who shared her personal reflections 
on what it means to be an Indigenous Youth today. 
Mabel also sang to welcome members to the 
discussion. The Book Club continued with the 
discussions about Lee Maracle’s My 
Conversations with Canadians and choose 
books for next year. The two book selections 
for next year are Tanya Talaga’s Seven 
Fallen Feathers: racism, death, and hard 
truths in a northern city and Lee Maracle’s 
novel, Ceila’s Song 
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http://oceanheroes.blue/


2019 International Year of Indigenous 
Languages (IYIL2019) 
In honour and recognition that 2019 is International Year of 
Indigenous Languages we will feature an Indigenous 
Language resource each week.   You can check out the 
IYIL2019 website  to learn about events in your community 
and the goals of the UN International Year of Indigenous 
Languages.  

Feature Resources of the Week: Music  
There has been lots happening with  Indigenous 
Languages and music recently. Here are some 
examples of how music is part of language 
revitalization.  

Falynn Baptiste, Red Pheasant First Nation, sang 
Oh Canada in Cree to begin the Fred 
Sasakamoose hockey tournament. Read about 
Falynn and her experiences and listen to Oh 
Canada in Cree here.  

Emma Stevens, a Grade 10 student from Eskasoni 
First Nation School sings Blackbird in Mik’maq.  
Her school video has gone viral in the past two 
weeks. Read about the process and listen here. 

Have you heard about the Jerry Cans? The Jerry Cans are a band from Nunavut who feature Inuit 
throat singing in their music. Listen to the Jerry 
cans here.  

Jeremy Dutcher, Tobique First Nation, is a 
classically trained opera singer who sings duets 
with archival recordings of his ancestors. 
Jeremy won the 2018 Juno for Indigenous 
music album.  Read about Jeremy and his music 
here, from Wolastoqiyik Lintuwakonawa, or Our 
Maliseets Songs. Listen to a song here.  
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Dutcher accepting the Juno for Indigenous music 
album 2018 reference 

Pu’tliskiej wapinintoq  
(Blackbird singing in the dead of night) 

Kina’masi telayja’timk  
(Take these broken wings and learn to fly) 

Tel pitawsin  
(All your life) 

Eskimatimu’sipnek nike’ mnja’sin 
(You were only waiting for this moment to 

arise) 
Emma Stevens reference 

https://www.cbc.ca/music/junos/news/read-jeremy-dutcher-s-powerful-2019-junos-speeches-in-full-1.5060354
https://www.ctvnews.ca/entertainment/students-score-viral-hit-by-covering-beatles-classic-in-mi-kmaq-1.4406127
https://www.ctvnews.ca/entertainment/students-score-viral-hit-by-covering-beatles-classic-in-mi-kmaq-1.4406127
https://en.iyil2019.org
https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/saskatchewan/national-anthem-cree-fred-sasakamoose-tournament-1.5121147
https://globalnews.ca/news/5225550/blackbird-music-video-in-mikmaq/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5neft4S0nr0
https://www.cbc.ca/radio/unreserved/lost-and-found-indigenous-music-culture-language-and-artifacts-1.4563023/voices-from-the-past-musician-jeremy-dutcher-gives-new-life-to-wax-cylinder-recordings-of-his-ancestors-1.4569534
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XQ4VCYu2j54
https://www.cbc.ca/music/junos/news/read-jeremy-dutcher-s-powerful-2019-junos-speeches-in-full-1.5060354


Upcoming Events and Workshops  

Call for Proposals:  

EMBRACING CHANGE - Exploring 
The Indigenous Worldview 
Proposals for Presentations for CI Day (October 
4, 2019) are currently being accepted. Please 

read the 
information 
here. Deadline 
for submissions 
has been  
extended until 
May 31, 2019  

 

 

National Indigenous Peoples Day: June 21, 
2019  
Watch for upcoming community events 

NVSD Indigenous Student Graduation 
Celebration June 24th.  
Watch for information coming soon! 

Squamish Nation Youth Pow Wow July 12-14, 2019  
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https://my44.sd44.ca/Documents/CI%20Day%20Poster%202019%20-%20Blue%2004092019%20-%20For%20Web.pdf
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Deadline for T-Shirt orders has been extended to May 31st!


